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Get on board

eeing a  sus-
tainable 2030
through the eyes

of children has been
an “incredible journey
of discovery” for one
of Grenada’s long-
est serving diplomats.

“Bringing  children
to understand what
the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals
[SDG] are, and what
the world would ac-
tually be like; that’s
what we have done
with this book,” says
Denis Antoine during
an exclusive interview
with  The Grenadi-
an Voice on Sunday
(Oct 09) while he was
home from Washing-
ton DC for a brief visit.

The book to which he
refers is Get on Board
Dear Children of the
World, which was first
published in June, 2020
and is now available in
five languages — En-
glish, French, Spanish.
Korean and Traditional
Chinese — with thou-
sands of copies sold
in multiple countries.

“I'm totally thrilled
with that book,” he said.

The book takes chil-
dren on an adventure
to a world of peace
and prosperity in 2030
when the 17 SDGs are
presumably achieved.

“Then we come back
to 2020 and meet cha-
os, COVID, hunger,”
he explained, as the
book engages children
of all ages in informa-
tive and creative ways.

Capturing the imagi-
nation of children with
the 17 SDGs goals is
a collaborative effort
with his wife Nichole
and illustrator Candace
Paul. The colourfully
illustrated pages and
easy to read narra-
tive give insight into
achieving the goals as
set out by the United

Nations in 2015: pov-
erty; zero hunger; good
health and well-be-
ing; quality education;
gender quality; clean
water and sanitation;
affordable and clean
energy; decent work
and economic growth;
industry,  innovation
and infrastructure; re-
duced inequalities;
sustainable cities and
communities; respon-
sible consumption and
production;  climate
action; life below wa-
ter; life on land; peace,
justice and strong in-
stitutions; and part-
nerships for the goals.

Acclaimed by the
United Nation's Insider
as “outstanding,” Get
on Board Dear Chil-
dren of the World is
one of several books
Antoine has penned
since retiring from dip-
lomatic service in 2019.
When he served as Gre-
nada’s Ambassador to
the People’s Republic
of China from 2016 to
2019, he was inspired
to write Why is every-
body looking at me?

“While I was in Chi-
na [ felt so present, as
if everybody was look-
ing at me,” he recalled,
and realised there
was a book to write.

“It is about having the
confidence to represent
yourself in a situation
where you may be un-
comfortable, where you
are different,” he said.

Antoine, who was
awarded the Martin
Luther King Jr Legacy
Aware for International
Service in 2008, served
as Grenada’s Ambassa-
dor to the United States
and Permanent Repre-
sentative to the United
Nations and was elect-
ed Vice President to the
69th Regular Session
of the U.N General As-
sembly from 2013 to
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2016. His diplomatic
career began in 1986
when he was appointed
Counsellor  Alternate
Representative and
Charg¢ d'affaires at the
Embassy of Grenada
Washington, DC, a po-
sition he held until 1990.

In addition to writing
books for children, his
extensive experience
has proven to be the
foundation for writ-
ing books on effective
diplomacy, politics
and leadership. When
asked about his writing
since leaving the pub-
lic service, he said “It
is a surprise one. [ have
found success where |
could not anticipate.”

In 2020 he published
Effective Diplomacy in
the 21st century, which
was followed by Lets
all be ambassadors for
a better world in 2021.

“Kirani James is our
sports ambassador; our
literary ambassador is
Richardo Keens-Doug-
las. We have so many
potential  diplomatic
leaders in our midst.
We must nurture them,”
he said with an enthu-
siasm that has been
part of his approach
to service for decades.

GLLA founder Denis Antoine and director Nichole Duncan meet with scholarship recipients

The former ambas-
sador, who was an ed-
ucator prior to joining
the public service, has
established another
avenue for helping
children through the
Grenada Learning and
Leadership Academy
(GLLA). He founded
the non-profit organi-
sation with a mission

. -Montez 2 Bord, Chers
. Enfants do_‘Mo,nde

DENIS G ANTOINE

: f' . Edité et lllustré par Candace’ Po'ul

Get on Board Dear d h

chudren vf‘the WOr d

mx%awm?

-

Y. DENIS G. ANTOINE
R .G-RER (B)

A Handbook for
Diplomatic Officers

*.  Edited& lllustruted by Cunda:e Paul

EFFECTIVE
DIPLOMAGY

INTHE TWENTY-FIRST

CENTURY

A PRACTITIONER'S PERSPECTIVE

Educator, diplomat and author

to promote “educa-
tional, social, cultural
and economic empow-
erment through pro-
grammes, projects and
activities focused on
stimulating  creativity
and innovation aimed

at improving the quali-
ty of life of the youthful
population in Grenada.”

During his most
recent visit, he and
Nichole met with
GLLA Resident Di-
rector Akarda Ventour

and recipients of the
organisation’s scholar-
ship programme; sev-
en students enrolled
at TA  Marryshow
Community  College
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